
Your valid and reliable guide for each 
student’s English journey.

My students really like the National Geographic Learning online test content. I think it’s 

very important to choose a test which students like so the questions capture their interest 

as they move from one task to another. It’s also very good that the test includes listening 

and speaking questions and doesn’t take a long time to complete.

Natalia Haidei - Academic Coordinator, PLS Klever Club, Ukraine



• Accurate
• Reliable
• Valid
• Easy-to-administer
• Low cost
• Online

• Accurate, reliable assessment of ability
• Limited administrative resources
• Increasing number of students 
• Quick turn-around
• Anticipate and plan
• Low cost



*CEFR (Common European Frame of Reference) is a global standard for describing language proficiency. CEFR scores range from Pre-A1 (beginner) to C2 (fluent speaker). The National 
Geographic Learning Online Placement profiles an incoming student’s English language ability through general and skill-specific CEFR scores.

● Provides auto-scored, online placement for young adult and adult learners ages 15+
● Places learners into one of 14 CEFR bands, from Pre-A1 to C1
● Offers option of mobile or desktop experience
● Tests reading, listening, and use of language
● Takes learners an average of thirty to sixty minutes to complete 
● Collects speaking samples prompted by National Geographic photography
● Delivers a one-page Score Report with Language Skill Profile for each test-taker along with a 

summary report of overall CEFR placement
● Recommends a placement pathway into National Geographic Learning programs in the 

academic, upper-secondary, and young adult/adult segments



The Online Placement Test assesses reading…

Reading, B1



Listening, B2

The Online Placement Test assesses Listening…



Use of Language, B2

The Online Placement Test assesses Use of Language



The Online Placement Test collects speaking samples 



Score Report with Language-Skill Profile for each test-taker



Speaking Rubric





Achievement Descriptors



Course Placement Guidelines



Online Management Platform



0-1,999: 7.50 CAD

2,000-2,999: 6.25 CAD (15% discount)

3,000-3,999: 6.00 CAD (20% discount)

4,000+: 5.50 CAD (25% discount)

Pricing:
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Frequently Asked Questions:



Frequently Asked Questions:

How does the National Geographic Learning Online Placement test work?

Answer: The Online Placement Test is a multi-stage adaptive test. 
• After answering an initial set of questions which assess students’ vocabulary and grammar 

knowledge, students are then routed into one of two modules in the second stage. 
• At this stage, an initial assessment of their reading and listening skills occurs. The students’ 

outcome here dictates which level of questions they see in the third stage. 
• In the third stage, reading and listening skills are assessed by a narrower set of tasks, in 

order to achieve a precise indication of the students’ level of ability in these two skills. 
Their overall language ability is calculated using the outcomes from all three stages, to 
place students in one of 14 CEFR-linked bands. 

• Finally, students complete an unassessed speaking task, which can be used by institutions 
for further evaluation of the students’ level of ability.



Frequently Asked Questions:

How many questions will each student answer and how long will it take to complete?

Answer: Each student will answer 40 questions.  It will take an average of 30 to 60 minutes to 
complete the test.  Students at the higher levels may have a longer time-on-test because of 
the increased length of reading texts and listening activities.  



Frequently Asked Questions:

Does the test assess speaking?

Answer: Although speaking is not assessed directly in the test, all students are required to 
complete three recorded speaking tasks which are allocated according to their performance in 
the language use, reading and listening questions. The recordings are available in the LMS 
dashboard along with guidance on how to evaluate each student’s performance against CEFR 
speaking descriptors.  In addition, guidance on how to carry out an optional face-to-face 
interview can be downloaded from the Companion Site. 



Frequently Asked Questions:

Why is a raw score not reported, only a CEFR band?

Answer: The Online Placement Test is a multi-stage adaptive test. This means each student 
completes a set of tasks which best match their level of English. Raw scores, such as 32/40, 
are not meaningful to report, as students of varying ability may arrive at that score, but each 
student would have taken tasks of different levels of difficulty. Instead of raw scores, statistical 
analyses are used to estimate students’ ability and arrive at their CEFR grade.



Frequently Asked Questions:

Why does the test include 14 level bands? How can programs with fewer than 14 ability 
levels take advantage of this finely-leveled system?

Answer: The CEFR bands have been sub-divided between A1 and B2 in order to give a more 
precise indication of a student’s performance. This reflects the ‘plus levels’ which are used in 
the CEFR descriptor scales and which allow users to apply practical cut-off points to suit their 
specific situation. Depending on the number of classes and students, a school could place 
students in classes based on one, two or more sub-levels. For example, a school with six 
ability levels between A1 and B2 might place students as follows:
Level 1: Pre-A1, A1.1
Level 2: A1.2, A1.3
Level 3: A2.1, A2.2
Level 4: A2.3, B1.1
Level 5: B1.2, B1.3
Level 6: B2.1, B2.2, B2.3
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