
Accrediting environmental sustainability in the language teaching industry



Summary of the presentation

❑ Why we established the association

❑ How the accreditation system works

❑ Some of the benefits for schools





“IT IS WORSE, MUCH WORSE, 
THAN YOU THINK.”

• Hotter and longer heat waves
• More persistent droughts
• More extreme rainfall events





According to Chat GPT, Canada faces a number of significant 
environmental challenges, including:

These are just some of the main environmental problems facing Canada. Addressing these issues will require 
significant changes to the way the country produces and uses energy, manages its natural resources, and balances 
economic development with environmental protection.

Climate change: Canada is already experiencing the effects of a changing climate, such as more frequent 
extreme weather events and rising sea levels.

Deforestation: Canada's forests are under threat from human activities such as logging, urbanization, 
and the expansion of oil and gas development. This loss of forest cover contributes to climate change and 
undermines biodiversity.

Water pollution: Canada's waterways are facing increasing pressure from industrial and agricultural 
activities, which can result in the contamination of drinking water supplies and harm to aquatic life.

Plastic pollution: Plastic waste is a growing problem in Canada, as much of it ends up in the 
country's waterways and oceans, where it poses a threat to wildlife and the ecosystem.

Air pollution: Major cities in Canada continue to experience high levels of air pollution, which can 
cause respiratory problems and other health issues for residents.

Oil sands development: The extraction and processing of oil from Canada's oil sands produces 
significant amounts of greenhouse gases and results in the degradation of sensitive ecosystems.

Biodiversity loss: Many species in Canada are at risk of extinction due to habitat loss, hunting, 

and climate change.



Environmental justice



2007



How to stand out from the crowd?



Possible benefits of obtaining 
environmental accreditation:

1. Save some money

2. Attract more students

3. Help save the planet

2007



EMAS

Eco-Management and Audit Scheme



World Green Design Forum 2013



What is EMAS?

➢The Eco-Management and Audit Scheme is a management tool for 
companies and other organisations to evaluate, report and improve 
their environmental performance.

➢Process involves: setting and publishing targets monitoring 
performance, going through an annual eco-audit conducted by a 
qualified agency





However …



Develop a new 
accreditation 
system specifically 
for the language 
teaching sector 

2019



Martha Liliana Marin

MSc in Sustainable 
Development 

from University of Sussex 
(UK)



Accrediting environmental sustainability in the language teaching industry

Not for profit association



Our aims
➢ To lessen the impact that language teaching has on 
the environment by developing a set of policies and 
practices that language teaching institutions can 
adopt and adhere to.

➢ To award accreditation against these policies and 
practices to providers of language education 
everywhere.

➢ To develop pedagogical resources designed to 
encourage environmental sustainability in language 
teaching and learning.



How does accreditation work?







Application form Part 2

Series of 50 YES / NO questions 

Divided into 10 sections covering:
❑ Energy
❑ Water
❑ Purchasing
❑ Recycling
❑ Accommodation & Food
❑ Travel
❑ Teaching and Training
❑ Social activities
❑ Nature
❑ Commitment



Application form Part 2

Question from the Energy section:

1. Do you monitor and record the amount of energy you 
use in your school?

Yes / No 

If yes, please show evidence 

---------------

Why do we ask this question? 

“You can only manage what you can measure.”

Mantra attributed to Peter Drucker



Application form Part 2

Question from the Energy section:

2. Have you undertaken to reduce your total energy 
consumption each year? *

Yes / No 

If yes, please show evidence

* In relation to your total student hours 



A simple example:



How much of the energy 
produced in Canada comes 
from renewable resources?

• According to data from Natural 
Resources Canada, in 2020, 
approximately 68% of Canada's total 
electricity generation came from 
non-emitting sources, such as hydro, 
wind, solar, and nuclear.

• The remaining 32% was generated 
from emitting sources, primarily 
natural gas and coal.



Some obvious ways to cut back on energy consumption:

Lighting
✓ LED bulbs 
✓ Motion sensors in bathrooms and corridors

Office equipment
✓ Buy energy efficient 
✓ Switch electrical items off
✓ Evict the photocopier
✓ Put timer switches on water cooler / vending machines 

Heating / air conditioning
✓ Put a maximum / minimum of the thermostat
✓ Improve thermal insulation
✓ Install double glazing

Generate your own electricity …







Application form Part 2

Question from the Recycling section:

24. Do you have a plan to reduce the amount 
of waste you need to recycle or dispose of?

Yes / No

If yes, please provide evidence



Application form Part 2

Question from the Travel section:

30. Do you know how many flights your 
students take each year in order to study 
with you?

Yes / No

If yes, please provide evidence



Three-step 
approach to offset 
greenhouse gases 
generated by 
flights:

• Step 1 – Monitor and record the flights your schools is 
responsible for over a certain period

• Step 2 – Calculate the CO2e generated

• Step 3 – Decide how much to offset and how to do this





Offsetting options from carbonfootprint.com





Involve your students and agents



Application form Part 2

Question from the Teaching and Training section:

35. Do you systematically include environmental 
issues in the teaching syllabus of the majority of 
your language courses?

Yes / No

If yes, please explain how, and provide evidence.





Application form Part 2

Maximum points available in total: 200

Minimum points needed for accreditation:     130

If you don’t first succeed …



How much does it cost to apply?

0 €

Feedback on our feedback:

“Thank you for making the process so straightforward. We will certainly begin 

to implement the suggested changes as soon as possible. It is great to have 

the areas where we can improve highlighted so clearly, as many of them 

would have been things we wouldn't have thought of doing. We're very 
pleased to be working towards this.”



How much does accreditation cost?

For Languages Canada members:

Band Turnover from previous fiscal year EUROS

A Less than €500,000 € 300

B € 500,000 - € 1,000,000 € 450

C More than € 1,000,000 € 600

1 euro = approx. 1.4 $CAD



What are the benefits of accreditation for schools?

✓ Serious and verifiable contribution to 
environmental sustainability

✓ Some potential cost savings

✓ Significant marketing value 

✓ Staff recruitment and retention value

✓ Access to study materials focusing on 
environmental issues

✓ Opportunity to collaborate with like-minded 
schools



Enhance your image:

“Connecting your work to a higher set of 
values can make people choose your school 
over others, especially with young students 
driven by a number of social issues.” 

Richard Bradford, Plenary speaker at ELT UK 
Marketing Conference – Sept. 2021 



In summary:

GSS accreditation should be both:

✓ good for the environment 

and

✓ good for your school



We’re aiming to make a difference.

Will you join us?

https://greenstandardschools.org

Thank you for listening!

jonathan@greenstandardschools.org

https://greenstandardschools.org/


Very special thanks to:


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: EMAS
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: What is EMAS?
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47

