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The effect of AI-assisted language learning tools on 
enhancing the writing abilities of English language 
learners has been the subject of several studies

In their study of the effects of AI-supported language 
learning on the writing abilities of English as a Foreign 
Language (EFL) learners, Liu et al. (2021) discovered that 
the AI-supported strategy significantly improved the 
writers' writing capabilities. 

Similar to this, Yan (2023) examined how ChatGPT, an 
AI-assisted language learning tool, affected EFL learners' 
writing abilities and found that AI-assisted language 
learning significantly improved their writing ability.



-Developed by OpenAI and released to the public in 
November 2022

-Started to see uptick in plagiarized papers, but not much we 
could do at that moment

-Solutions? Discussions with colleagues, original materials, 
in-class writing, old school methods to check for plagiarism

-Some methods backfired

-Conclusion: Why not teach students how to use it wisely?







Does using ChatGPT for pre-
writing tasks produce better 
quality content overall?

1
Can ChatGPT be used to write 
an entire argumentative essay 
and produce quality content, 
or are there some tasks which 
ChatGPT cannot perform well 
such as producing academic 
essays?

2
Does producing original 
content and refraining from 
using ChatGPT at all stages of 
writing produce better quality 
content overall?

3
Will students see the benefits 
of using ChatGPT for better 
quality content in writing?
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This study involved four groups of students, each 
aimed at examining distinct approaches to utilizing 

ChatGPT in the context of academic essay 
composition. The procedure unfolded as follows:

Control Group: In this control condition, students 
composed their essays through conventional means, 
without any access to ChatGPT or other AI tools, 

adhering to traditional writing methodologies.

ChatGPT Pre Group: Participants in this group 
were granted permission to employ ChatGPT during 
the pre-writing phase exclusively. They could engage 
with ChatGPT for idea generation, outlining, and 
conceptual scaffolding; however, the subsequent 

argumentative essay must have been autonomously 
authored by the students themselves.



ChatGPT Post Group: This cohort was 
expected to independently craft their 

argumentative essays initially. Subsequently, 
they were permitted to submit their essays 

to ChatGPT for post-writing support, 
encompassing grammar and spelling 

correction, solicitation of feedback, or 
having it write the essay at a ‘higher’ level. 

All ChatGPT Group: In the final group, 
students were sanctioned to leverage 

ChatGPT comprehensively throughout the 
essay composition process. They had liberty 

in initiating their essays using ChatGPT-
generated prompts, iteratively refining and 

tweaking content as desired, ultimately 
culminating in the direct incorporation of 
ChatGPT's output into their final essays.



STUDENTS WERE 
ASKED TO RANK THE 

COMPLETED 
ARGUMENTATIVE 

ESSAYS IN TERMS OF 
OVERALL ACADEMIC 

QUALITY AND 
CONTENT

COULD 
SYSTEMATICALLY 

RANK 
ARGUMENTATIVE 

ESSAYS 
CONSIDERING 

THESIS CLARITY, 
ARGUMENT 
STRUCTURE, 

EVIDENCE QUALITY, 
ANALYSIS DEPTH, 
LANGUAGE USE, 

GRAMMAR 
CORRECTNESS, AND 

ADHERENCE TO 
ASSIGNMENT 
GUIDELINES. 

RESULT: STUDENTS 
COULD SEE THE 
POSITIVE AND 

NEGATIVE IMPACTS 
CHATGPT HAD ON 

THE DIFFERENT 
STAGES OF THE 

WRITING PROCESS 
WHEN IT CAME TO 

ACADEMIC QUALITY 
AND CONTENT. 

THEY FOUND THAT 
CHATGPT IS AN 

EXCELLENT TOOL 
THAT COULD BE 
USED IN THE PRE-

WRITING PROCESS 
TO HELP GENERATE 

AND ORGANIZE 
IDEAS IN ORDER TO 

PRODUCE 
ASSIGNMENTS WITH 

OVERALL BETTER 
ACADEMIC QUALITY 

AND CONTENT.

Checklist 1 – Poor 2 – Needs Help 3 – Average 4 – Good 5 – Excellent

INTRODUCTION

Is there a hook?

Is there background information?

Is there a rationale?

Is there a thesis statement which introduces the argument 
(+ stance/perspective) and supporting points?

BODY PARAGRAPH 1 - 3

Are there a clear topic sentences?

Do the topic sentences connect with the thesis statement?

Do they include supporting details?

Does B1 have one clear argument?

Does B2 have one clear argument?

Does B3 have one clear counterargument + refutation?

Is there one concession? (optional)

CONCLUSION

Do they restate the thesis statement in the first sentence?

Do they summarize the main ideas?

Do they demand action, suggest a solution, and/or predict an outcome?

OVERALL

Do they use paragraphs correctly? (Minimum 5 sentences per paragraph).

Do they have the correct word count of 1000 words?

Do they use transition words correctly?

Do they use evaluative language?

Do they use at least 3 scholarly articles + 2 others?

Do they have one clear perspective?

Do they use a combination of direct quotations and paraphrasing?

Do they have the 80-20 ratio of own content vs. information from other sources?

GRAMMAR

Correctness (circle any mistakes – don’t correct)

Do they use a combination of sentence types?

VOCABULARY

Do they have correct spelling?

Do they use synonyms?

Do they use tonal language to show stance?

UNITY AND COHERENCE

Are the paragraphs united?

Is the content understandable?

FORMATTING

Title Page

Correct APA references

Correct in text citations

All references and in text citations match

Font, Justification, Double-spaced, Size, page numbers, etc.

TOTAL



















This research was conducted with two different classes of approximately twelve students each, 
therefore it was a very small study; larger groups may have produced a different result

Students were asked to write only one style of essay (argumentative); it is unclear whether students 
would have produced better essays using ChatGPT for a different style of essay

Students were told only to use the free version of ChatGPT; therefore, it is unclear whether 
students would have produced better essays using the paid version of ChatGPT

Further research with a larger group of participants using different versions of ChatGPT may be 
needed to produce a different outcome
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