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Objec=ves	
	
1)		SwB	updates	as	well	as	figures	of	the	
program	in	Canada	
2)	The	main	objec=ves	and	outcomes	of	LwB		
3)	Details	about	LwB	–	internal	management	
3)	The	LwB	as	a	Teacher	Educa=on	Program		
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Some	background	informa=on	on	
Brazil	

•  Popula'on	
– 206.1	million	

•  Poverty	headcount	ra=o	
– 11.2%	(2011)	
– 7.4%	(2014)	

•  Basic	educa=on	has	just	recently	become	a	
common	good	

•  Huge	inequali=es	throughout	regions,	sectors,	
etc	
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Higher	Educa=on	in	Brazil	
The	Local	Scenario	

•  7	million	students	
–  ~15%	of	the	18-24	cohort	
–  75%	in	private	ins=tu=ons	
–  60%+	in	for-profit	private	ins=tu=ons	

•  2500	Higher	Educa=on	Ins=tu=ons	
–  ~200	universi=es	

•  ~100	public	
•  ~100	private	(Tessler,	2016)	

•  Public	higher	educa=on	is	free	for	all	
•  Generous	bursaries	for	low	income	students	in	
Private	ins=tu=ons	(PROUNI)	
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101,000	students	abroad	
STEM	

CAPES	e	CNPq	
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Science	without	Borders	

•  92,880	scholarships	implemented	in	over	30	
countries	

•  7,311	Canada	(3rd	preferred	des=na=on)	
– 6,154	sandwich	undergraduate	
– 670	sandwich	PhD	
– 189	Full	PhD	
– 298	Post-Doc		
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Bolsistas	pelo	Mundo	website	
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Bolsistas	pelo	Mundo	
Data	collected	manually	

•  Linguis=c	legacy	is	being	evaluated	as	one	of	
the	most	posi=ve	aspects	of	SwB	so	far	
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Calls	108/109	(2012-2013)	
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ENGLISH	REQUIREMENTS	
CANADA	
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Benefits	for	students	–	English	classes	
Despite	the	fact	that	the	ELP’s	primary	goal	is	to	help	
SwB	students	reach	the	proficiency	level	necessary	to	
be	admieed	into	courses	at	University	of	Toronto,	the	
program	 also	 serves	 as	 a	 way	 to	 help	 students	 get	
acquainted	with	their	new	city,	the	Canadian	culture	
in	 Toronto,	 and	 the	 system	 of	 educa=on	 at	 the	
university.	 A	 number	 of	 students	 men=oned	 that	 it	
also	 contributed	 to	other	aspects	of	 their	 transi=on,	
including	 intercultural	 learning	 and	 increased	
awareness	of	 the	differences	between	 the	academic	
culture	 and	 the	 university	 systems	 in	 Brazil	 and	
Canada.	(Grieco,	2015)	
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Benefits	for	students	–	English	classes	
	
“I	 think	 the	 ELP	 helped	me	more	 [because]	 they	
had	 classes	 about	 how	 you	 would	 behave	 in	 an	
interview,	they	taught	us	[how]	to	write	academic	
works	 and	 the	 teachers	 in	 the	 ELP	 gave	 to	 us	
background	 about	 the	 culture	 here.	 [This	 way]	 I	
was	not	so	shocked.	(Par=cipant	A)”	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	(Grieco,	2015)	

	
	 Languages	Canada	9th	Annual	Conference	

March	2-5,	2016		



Benefits	for	students	–	English	classes	
“Thus,	while	improving	their	English	language	skills	through	
this	 program,	 SwB	 students	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 learn	
about	 course	 structures	 at	 the	 University	 of	 Toronto,	
academic	wri=ng	and	issues	of	plagiarism,	as	well	as	types	
of	 evalua=ons	 and	 expecta=ons.	 In	 addi=on,	 through	 this	
program,	 students	were	 able	 to	 gain	 some	 insights	 about	
what	 to	 expect	 from	 the	 work	 environment	 during	 their	
placements,	 and	had	 a	 chance	 to	prac=ce	 interview	 skills.	
Altogether,	 students	 who	 par=cipated	 in	 the	 ELP	 did	 not	
just	 improve	 their	 English	 language	 proficiency,	 but	 they	
also	 benefieed	 from	 academic	 and	 professional	
orienta=on.	“		

	 	 	 	 	(Grieco,	2015)	
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Science	without	Borders	
•  Proficiency	in	addi=onal	languages	was	the	main	
problem	–	Massive	number	of	applica=ons	to	
Portugal	

•  Best	thing	that	ever	happened	to	the	teaching	of	
Languages	in	Brazil	

•  It	has	exposed	Brazil’s	long	linguis=c	isola=on,	
which	has	led,	among	other	things,	to	academic	
isola=on	

•  It	“gave	birth”	to	English	without	Boarders,	today	
called	Languages	without	Boarders	
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LANGUAGE	(ENGLISH)	WITHOUT	
BORDERS	

Three	main	ac=ons	

•  Proficiency/Leveling	Tests	–	TOEFL	ITP	
•  Self-Instruc=onal	Online	Courses	–	My	
English	Online	

•  Face-to-Face	classes	(Federal	
Universi=es*)	
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English	without	Borders	
Historical	background	

•  Commieee	of	Specialists–	May/2012	
•  Launching	-	Aloizio	Mercadante	–	Minister	of	
Educa=on	–	18th	Dec/	2012	(MEO+	500,000	
TOEFL	ITP	tests)	

•  First	TOEFL	ITP	Tests	administra=ons	–	Jan/
2013	(SwB)	

•  Moodle	for	all	CA	+	NucLi	Coordinators	–	
Shared	management/governance	
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English	without	Borders	
Historical	Background	

•  First	Call	to	accredit	Universi=es	as	Language	
(NucLi)	and/or	Examina=on	Centres	(EC)	–	
July/2013	
– 43	Federal	Universi=es	–Language	Centres	(NucLi)	
+	Examina=on	Centres	(EC)	July/2013	(English	
teaching	degrees)	

– 16	Federal	Universi=es	-Examina=on	Centres	July/
2013		
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English	without	Borders	
Historical	Background	

•  Commieee	of	Specialists	to	evaluate	300	Free	
of	charge	English	Language	self-instruc=onal	
Websites	(Dec/2013)	

•  Beginning	of	Face-to-Face	classes	(Jan/2014)	–	
8	offers	in	2014	

•  TOEFL	ITP	Tests	to	all	students	–	Federal	
Universi=es	(Mar-Jun/2014)	(Thousands	of	
tests	+	World	Cup)	

•  Languages	without	Borders	(November,	2014)	
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Proficiency/Leveling	Tests	
TOEFL	ITP	–	Examina=on	Centers	

•  Easy	access	to	students	and	employees	–	
Loca=on/Free	of	charge		

•  Diagnosis	Policy	
•  Eligibility-	
	-Public	Secondary	Ins=tu=ons	
	-	Graduate	students	(Private)	
	-	Prouni	students	
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Proficiency/Leveling	Tests	
TOEFL	ITP	–	Examina=on	Centers	

•  187	tes=ng	centers	at	public	ins=tu=ons	of	
higher	educa=on	through	the	Program						

-63	federal	universi=es						
-40	federal	ins=tutes	(technical	colleges)						
-38	state	universi=es						
-46	state	technical	colleges		

313,563	TOEFL	ITPs	administered		since	
2013	
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TOEFL-	ITP	LEVELS	
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Brazil	

A1	-	até	336	

A2-	337	até	459	

B1	-	460	a	542	

B2	-	543	a	626	

C1	-	627	a	677	

UFRGS	

A1	-	até	336	

A2-	337	até	459	

B1	-	460	a	542	

B2	-	543	a	626	

C1	-	627	a	677	
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Self-Instruc=onal	Online	Course	

My	English	Online	
	



	
My	English	Online	

	
Five	levels	(CEF)-	from	A1	a	B2	
Eligibility:	
	-Public	Universi=es	and	Ins=tutes	Academic	

Community	
	-Undergraduate	Students	from	Private	

Universi=es-	ENEM	600	
	-Graduate	Students		

796,525	students	
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Face-to	Face	Courses/NucLis	
•  63	NucLi	at	the	Federal	Universis=es	
•  Eligibility-	Federal	Universi=es	Students	and	
Employees	(Jan/2015)	

•  Courses	from		A1	to	C1		
•  Non-sequen=al	courses	
•  16-32-48-64	hour-courses	
•  English	Teaching	Assistants	(CAPES-
FULBRIGHT)	

96,541	students	have	been	served	so	far		
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Face-to	Face	Courses/NucLis	
•  General	Coordinator	
•  Pedagogical	Coordinator	(s)		
•  Pre/In-service	teachers–	Letras	Inglês	
•  English	Teaching	Assistants	(CAPES-Fulbright)	
•  661	current	and	ex	teachers	(mostly	
undergraduate	English	majors)	in	the	past	two	
years.		

•  147	current	and	ex	English	teaching	specialist	
coordinators	so	far		
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Face-to	Face	Courses/NucLis	
Pre/In-service	teachers–	Letras	(Language)	-	
English	

– 20	hours	
– 12	teaching	hours	(3	groups-		15	students)	
– 3	tutorial	hours	
– 5	hours	–	development	+	Prepara=on	
– C1	minimum		
– Very	well	paid	
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	LwB	as	seen	by	the	Applied	Linguis=cs	
Community	

•  32	texts	(papers/chapters/thesis)	on	LwB	
– 18	Teacher	Development	Program	*	(EAP,	
Technology,	etc)	

– 6	Language	and	Interna=onaliza=on	
– 4	ELF-Neoliberalism-	Reinforcing	Na=ve	Speaker	
role	

– 2	CorIsF-Inglês	(Corpus	of	students’	produc=on)	
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Teacher	Development	Programns	

•  Teacher	Educa=on	Program–Antônio	Nóvoa	–	
“Medical	internship”-	Theory	and	Prac=ce	

•  Prac=ce	under	a	coordinator’s	guidance	
•  Weekly	pedagogical	mee=ngs	
•  EAP	(for	teachers	and	students)	
•  Language	improvement	for	the	teachers	
themselves	(C1)	(Legacy)	
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•  1.	What	is	the	purpose	of	an	abstract	in	a	paper?	
•  2.	What	size	does	an	abstract	usually	have?	
•  3.	What	are	the	recurrent	language	structures	that	help	giving	

informa=on	in	this	
•  text?	For	example,	are	there	repeated	words,	common	verb	tenses?	
•  4.	What	is	the	recurrent	informa=on	in	these	texts?	For	example,	

are	there	elements/	
•  text	parts	which	always	appear?	
•  5.	What	is	the	recurrent	organiza=on?	Is	there	an	order	to	organize	

this	informa=on?	
•  If	so,	what	is	it?	
•  6.	What	are	some	ways	of	star=ng	an	abstract?	What	verb	tense	

seems	useful	
•  for	that?	
•  7.	What	are	some	ways	of	introducing	examples	and	data?	
•  8.	What	are	some	ways	to	describe	the	methodology?	What	verb	

tense	seems	useful	
•  for	that?	
•  9.	What	are	some	ways	to	present	results	and/or	conclusions?	
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Other	Posi=ve	Side	Effects	
	

•  Leading	role	in	the	Interna=onaliza=on	
Process		

•  Enhancement	of	Languages	Specialists’	
Importance	in	the	Universi=es	

•  Enhancement	of	Language	Teachers’	Status		
•  Networking	and	Shared	management	–	
Moodle	

•  EAL/EAP	Research	
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Current	trends	

•  Interna=onaliza=on	of	Universi=es	(Finally)	but	
not	without	resistance-Angliciza=on/	Imperialism	

•  EAP	+	Study	Skills	
•  EMI/Bilingual	schools	(CLIL-Content	and	
Language	Integrated	Learning)	

•  Language	teacher	educa=on	
•  Portuguese	as	an	Addi=onal	Language	on	the	rise	
•  Indigenous	movements	
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Brazil	and	Canada	

Real	and	sustainable	partnerships	
		•  Brazil	in	the	Schools	

•  Vancouver	Biennale	(with	a	low	income	area	
bilingual	school	in	Rio	de	Janeiro)	

Brazilian	Consulate	in	Vancouver	–	Vancouver	
Biennale	Commieee	–	UBC	
•  Lectureship-	Ministry	of	External	Rela=ons	
and	CAPES	(Coordina=on	for	the	Improvement	
of	Higher	Educa=on	Personnel)–	First	in	
Canada	–	UBC	–	from	2015	to	2019?	
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RIO Criança Global 
•  E.M. Professor Affonso Varzea, one of the first public 

bilingual schools, which is located at a low income area in 
the city of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

•  This project started in 2013 
•  The main idea is to provide student with opportunities to 

really learn English as an Additional Language and also to 
use it effectively. 
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Lectureships	
•  The	lecturers	are	university	professors	ac=ng	in	
foreign	ins=tu=ons	of	higher	educa=on,	where	
they	promote	the	Portuguese	language	and	the	
Brazilian	culture.	The	posi=ons	are	offered	
through	public	no=ce,	published	by	the	Brazilian	
Ministry	of	External	Rela=ons	and	CAPES	
(Coordina=on	for	the	Improvement	of	Higher	
Educa=on	Personnel).	A	pre-selec=on	of	the	
applicants,	made	by	CAPES,	is	submieed	to	the	
foreign	universi=es,	which	choose	the	lecturer	in	
a	defini=ve	selec=on	process.	

•  First	lecturship	program	in	Canada	is	taking	place	
in	Canada,	at	UBC	from	2015-2020.	
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Where	Canada	could	contribute	
•  Students	exchange	
•  Mul=cultural	educa=on	experience	
•  English	and	French	
•  EAP	
•  EMI/CLIL	–	Professors	and	teachers	from	
public	and	private	sector		

•  Teacher	development	(language	teachers)	
•  Immersion	programs	experience	
•  First	Na=on	experiences	
•  Others?	
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Thank	you	
Merci	

Obrigada	

	
	

Simone	Sarmento	
simone.sarmento@ufrgs.br	

Languages	Canada	9th	Annual	Conference	
March	2-5,	2016		


