
Creating and Using Rubrics

in a PBLA World



Rubric compared to Portfolio

• a guide listing specific criteria 
for grading or scoring academic 
papers, projects, or tests 
(Merriam-Webster)

• Used as an assessment tool

• Used as a learning tool

• Used as a communication tool

• a selection of a student's work 
compiled over a period of time
and used for assessing 
performance or progress 
(Merriam-Webster)

• Used as an assessment tool

• Used as a learning tool

• Used as a communication tool





What is a rubric?

A rubric is an evaluation tool 
that lets students know:

• The overall expectations 
for the task or assignment

• The criteria, in levels of quality, 
that they must meet

• The points or grades students 
earn based on the levels



http://dx.cooperhewitt.org/resources
/lessonplans/americas-favorite-
landmarks







Sophisticated
Highly 

Competent

Developing 

Competence

Not Yet 

Competent

Assessed area 

or skill #1 Describe Describe Describe Describe

Assessed area 

or skill #2 the a a missing

Assessed area 

or skill #3 perfect really just the

Assessed area 

or skill #4 completed good acceptable point

Assessed area 

or skill #5 task assignment performance altogether



Completing

CLB 3

Developing

CLB 3

Beginning

CLB 3

Description of 

morning routine

Clear and detailed 

description

Could understand

description

Hard to follow 

the routine

Simple present 

tense sentences

Every sentence had a 

subject and simple 

present verb

Almost every sentence 

had a subject and simple 

present verb

Problems with

subjects and verbs 

in the sentences

Vocabulary
At least 6 morning tasks 

included; rich vocabulary

At least 4 morning tasks 

given; good vocabulary

One or two tasks 

given; little vocabulary

Spelling and 

capitalization

Every sentence starts 

with a capital; few 

spelling errors

A few sentences start 

without a capital; several 

spelling errors

Many errors in spelling 

and capitalization

Punctuation
Every sentence has a 

period

Missed the period in one 

or two sentences
All one sentence

CLB 3 Task: Write a short description of your morning routine

– one text, one task



Completing

CLB 6

Developing

CLB 6

Beginning

CLB 6

Overall recollection 

of decorating tips 

from notes

Could recall 7-8 

out of 10 tips

Could recall 5-6 

out of 10 tips

Could recall less than 

5 tips

Factual details
Could put all supplied 

details in order

Could organize most 

details in order

Somewhat confused 

organization of details

Words and 

expressions

Could match all word 

cards with definitions

Could match most 

word cards with 

definitions

Could match few 

word cards with 

definitions

Suggestions and 

advice

Identified all modals of 

suggestion and advice

Identified most modals 

used
Identified few modals

CLB 6 Task: Listen to a three-minute holiday decorating clip

– one text, many tasks



Completing

CLB 2

Developing

CLB 2

Beginning

CLB 2

Read load size
Can locate different 

load sizes

Can locate one load 

size
Can locate load dial

Read water 

temperature

Can locate different 

water temperatures

Can locate one water 

temperature

Can locate water 

temperature dial

Explain load 

size and water 

level

Can explain load size 

and water level 

relationship 

Can explain load size 

and/or water level

Can locate load size 

and water level on 

paper

Demonstrate

sorting and 

loading

Can role play sorting 

and loading the 

washing machine fully

Can role play sorting 

and loading the 

washing machine with 

prompting

Can follow instructions 

for sorting and loading 

the washing machine

CLB 2 Task: Read, explain and demonstrate washing machine instructions.

– one text, many tasks



Completing

CLB 5

Developing

CLB 5

Beginning

CLB 5

Making suggestions
Used appropriate lead-in 

statements 

Used some lead-in 

statements and some 

demands

Mainly made demands or 

offered no opinions

Agreeing/ 

disagreeing

Used appropriate

responses

Used some appropriate 

responses

Offered no feedback or 

used rude language 

Provided map or 

visual

Helped to create a group 

map or visual

Commented on creation 

of group map or visual

Watched the map or 

visual being created

Participation in 

group

Fulfilled role as 

leader/recorder/reporter

Fulfilled some 

responsibilities as 

leader/recorder/reporter

Relied on others to fulfill 

role as 

leader/recorder/reporter

CLB 5 Task: Plan a group trip from school to athletic event

– one text, two tasks



Completed

Portfolio

Developing

Portfolio

Beginning

Portfolio

Personal

Data
Describe Describe Describe

Listening Task

Samples/

Rubrics

the a an

Speaking Task

Samples/

Rubrics

fully mostly
under-

developed

Reading Task

Samples/

Rubrics

completed good
or barely

acceptable

Writing Task

Samples/

Rubrics

portfolio portfolio portfolio



Completed

Portfolio

Developing

Portfolio

Beginning

Portfolio

Portfolio 

Availability
Describe Describe Describe

Portfolio 

Maintenance 
the a an

Portfolio 

Organization
fully mostly

under-

developed

Choice 

of Samples/ 

Rubrics 

completed good
or barely

acceptable

Consistency 

of Samples/ 

Rubrics 

portfolio portfolio portfolio



Completed

Portfolio

Developing

Portfolio

Beginning

Portfolio

Personal

Data
Describe Describe Describe

Listening Task

Samples/

Rubrics

the a an

Speaking Task

Samples/

Rubrics

fully mostly
under-

developed

Reading Task

Samples/

Rubrics

completed good
or barely

acceptable

Writing Task

Samples/

Rubrics

portfolio portfolio portfolio

Completed

Portfolio

Developing

Portfolio

Beginning

Portfolio

Portfolio 

Availability
Describe Describe Describe

Portfolio 

Maintenance 
the a an

Portfolio 

Organization
fully mostly

under-

developed

Choice 

of Samples/ 

Rubrics 

completed good
or barely

acceptable

Consistency 

of Samples/ 

Rubrics 

portfolio portfolio portfolio


