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Picture vs 

photograph?



Happiness
A B



Work

BA



Danger
A B

NGL Photo Criteria: 

☑ real world/people

☑ tell a story

☑ arouse curiosity

☑ evoke to capture emotion

☑ be dramatic (eg: moment of intense reflection)



Activities for using photography

Remember the place: landscape, buildings, city, neighborhood

Assess the moment: What is happening and what will happen 
next? What happened before? 

Infer the photographer’s intent: What was the photographer 
trying to capture?  What emotion did the photographer 
communicate? What was the photographer feeling? 

Analyze the photo: light, composition, perspective

Write a caption

Create a dialogue or monologue or thought bubble 
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Choose the ‘best’ topic: 
a) Thrill-seeking
b) Dangerous weather
c) Emergency preparedness
d) Capturing the moment 



Analyze the composition



Write a dialogue or 
thought-bubble



Write a title





Photographs + pedagogy

• draw learners in and engage them emotionally

• support understanding of a text and make it memorable

• provoke debate

• stimulate critical thinking by asking you to examine detail or think 
about what is not shown 

• help learners to remember a lexical set

• help to teach functional language

• lend themselves to the practice of a specific grammar point
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Why do you

read?



Motivation + Purpose

• Motivation and interest are crucial in supporting student success with 
challenging, informative activities that support success and which 
help the student learn complex skills (Grabe & Stoller, 1997). 

Grabe, W., & Stoller, F. (1997). Reading and Vocabulary Development in a Second 
Language: A Case Study. In J. Coady, & T. Huckin (Eds.), Second Language 

Vocabulary Acquisition (pp. 98-122). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motivation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Learning


lying





•Was this article interesting? 

•What did you learn that was new?

•Would you continue reading this article? 



Authentic, relevant, relatable content = Memorable. 



80%



Simplicity 

Unexpectedness

Concreteness

Credibility

Emotion 

Stories

Improve retention without memorization: 



Assimilation Learning Theory: 

David Ausubel’s Assimilation 
Learning Theory focuses on what 
he describes as ‘Meaningful 
Learning’. This is a process 
where new information is related 
to an existing relevant aspect of 
the individual’s knowledge 
structure. 

Learning 
related to 

experiences

Rote 
memorization



Meaningful learning has three 
requirements : 

1. The learner’s relevant prior knowledge (context)

1. The teacher constructing meaningful material (content), and

1. The learner choosing to use meaningful learning (motivation)
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An infographic is a visual presentation of data or a message 
quickly and right to the point. When done correctly, an 
infographic grabs the attention of an individual and is able to 
deliver a complex message visually and efficiently.

Visual Interest
Thematically aligned
Depth and Dimension
Unique Concept
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SOCCER 
WITHOUT 
BORDERS







The Power of Interest

• We pay closer attention

• We process the information more efficiently 

• We employ more effective learning strategies, such as engaging in 
critical thinking, and making connections between old and new 
knowledge

“When we’re interested in a task, we work harder and persist longer”

Paul Silvia
University of North Carolina 
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Great content…
• Motivates learning and
• Inspires curiosity.
• Promotes communication and
• Builds community in the classroom. 
• Evokes emotion,
• Increases retention of new language,
• Creates critical thinking opportunities, and
• Makes learning fun.
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